Programme

Welcome to Newcastle University and Aims of the Day
(Dr Robert Shaw. School of Geography, Politics and Sociology)

08:30 Registration opens
09:10 Very brief intro

09:15 - 10:45 Great Stories from Research (Dr Robert Shaw - Chair)

1A Helen McGhie, Manchester Metropolitan University

1B Jenny Hall. University of York

1C Georgia MacMillan, Uni of Galway

1D Stuart Morton, WSP - Women and Girls (Travel and Geographies)

10:45 - 11:15 Coffee break

11:15 - 12:15 Workshops
Knowledge Transfer (Vision) - What do we want to happen across the UK?

2A Gocod lighting in urban areas - EO3/EQ4
2B Good lighting in rural areas - EO2/EO1
2C SAFELUX: Good lighting for ecology and safety

12:15 - 13:15 - Lunch

13:15 - 14:30 - Industry (Roy Alexander, MAEd, FRAS - Chair)

3A Mike Hawtin - North York Moors & Stainton Lighting Design Services
3B Theia Batchelor, Northumberland Coast National Landscape
3C Security and Paolicing (Secured by Design)

14:40 - 15:30 Workshops
Knowledge Transfer, (implementation) - How do we make this happen across the UK?

4A Implementing best practice - urban areas

4B Implementing best practice - rural areas

4C Researching Dark Sky Discovery Site Implementation. project development session (Led
by Dr Robert Shaw)

15:30 - 16:00 Wrap-Up Session

5A Roy Alexander, Dark Sky Discovery
Overall Wrap-Up
Network and Wrap-Up

DarkSky b

Conference Aims

* Bring together all sectors of the lighting industry, design professionals, research
and dark sky interests to share best practice and innovative lighting solutions.

* Strengthening links from research and policy to practice across the UK.

= Foster greater collaboration between Dark Sky interests, lighting manufacturers
and all relevant industry bodies.

* Moving dark sky compliant lighting from niche to the mainstream.

Supporting Organisations

+ Institution of Lighting Professionals - theilp.crg.uk

+ International Association of Lighting Designers (IALD) - iald.org
* The Lighting Industry Association - thelia.org.uk

* Society of Light And Lighting (S5LL) - cibss crg

+ ECA (Electrical Contractors' Association) - eca.co.uk

« Dark Sky Discovery - darkskydiscavery.org.uk
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Good Lighting - from Pollution to Solution

A One-Day Conference of Best Practice, Knowledge
Exchange and Collaboration to Deliver Better Lighting




Roy Alexander

Roy Alexander Makd (inclusion) is the chair of
Dark Sky UK, a fellow of the royal astronomical
society and director of learning at Battlesteads
Observatory. His focus is to support more
inclusive dark sky applications and designations
for urban and sub-urban locations, whilst helping
to preserve existing rural dark sky locations.

Jenny Hall

Dr Jenny Hall is an Associate Professor of
Tourism Policy and Environmental Justice at
York Business School, whose recent research

explores the social, environmental and
experiential dimensions of dark skies. Her work
advances sensory ethnography and
regenerative tourism, with a particular focus on
dark sky protected areas and leisure practices
that support climate justice. Recent publications
examine how dark sky events create inclusive,
restorative spaces and encourage pro
environmental behaviours. She has also
contributed to applied projects with national
park partners, exploring lighting reduction and
ecclogical benefit. Her research is increasingly
engaged with public discourss, including articles
addressing everyday practices such as 'dusking’
and dark sky experiences.

PLEASE NOTE
The advertised schedule and topics
will remain the same, but we reserve
the right to substitute a suitable
alternative speaker if necessary.

Rob Shaw

A Readerin Geography at Newcastle University,
authored the 2018 book The Nocturnal City,
which examines urban governance at night,

including public lighting. His latest research
project explores urban sensory pollution, linking
human and non-human harms to policy
decisions regarding the conceptualization and
impact of sensory pollutants.

Stuart Morton

Stuart, Associate Director at WSP and ILP
member, champions sustainable lighting with a
focus on reducing environmental impact. He led

the UK's first “reduced impact” strest lighting
project in 2019, guiding Worcestershire’s LED
rollout. He co-authored the 2023 "Bats and
artificial lighting" update and advocated a
national lighting strategy to the House of Lords.

Georgia Macmillan

Geargia is currently completing a Research Ireland
Enterprise PhD scholarship as Mayo Dark Sky Park
Developrment Officer in partnership with University
of Galway and National Parks & Wildlife Service.
Her research explores Dark Skies in regenerative
tourism, society and policy development as a
practitioner at Mayo Dark Sky Park, where she
manages dark sky programming, interpretation
and nightscape restoration. In a voluntary capacity,
Georgia is chair of the Friends of Mayo Dark Skies
Community group and a founding board member
of Dark Sky Ireland; an NGO, which seeks to
Restore and Protect Dark Skies across Ireland.

Theia Batchelor

Theia is the project officer for Northumberland
Coast National Landscapes Dark Skies project.
The project is funded by The National Lottery
Heritage Fund, to protect and conserve night
skies, connect people with nocturnal heritage,
and preserve rural tranquillity along the coast.

Darren Evans

Darren Evans is Professor of Ecology and
Conservation at Newcastle University and for
the past decade has been researching the
impacts of artificial light at night on biodiversity.
He was part of the team who discoversd a direct
link between road lighting and local insect
declines, with recent work examining the ways in
which this can be mitigated. Currently he is part
of the interdisciplinary SAFELUX project and
part of the team writing new road lighting
guidelines for European National Road
Authorities that balance road safety, energy,
skyalow and biodiversity considerations.
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Dani Robertson

Dark Sky Officer for the Prosiect Nos
Partnership, Dani oversees dark sky protection
across Snowdonia National Park, Clwydian
Range and Dee Valley, Anglesey, and Pen Liyn
ACOMNBs. Her work includes public education,
preventing light pollution’s impact on wildlife,
and organizing stargazing events with a mobile
observatary.

Helen McGhie

Dr. Helen McGhie is a Senior Lecturer and Joint
Programme Leader for the BA Photography
program at the School of Digital Arts (SODA) at
Manchester Matropolitan University. As a
creative practitioner and practice-based
researcher, her work explores how photographic
practice can build meaningful relationships with
local communities and external partners. Much of
her notable research and recent exhibitions focus
on dark-sky ervironments and astrophotography,
stemming from collaborative projects with
organisations like the Kielder Observatory.

Mike Hawtin

Mike Hawtin is Head of Nature Recovery Projects
and Dark Skies lead at the Morth York Moors
Mational Park. He's integrating dark skies
principles into all nature recovery projects and
leads on delivering dark skies friendly lighting
retrofits at scale though community and
landowner engagement.

Secured by Design

Secured by Design

Secured by Design (SBD) is the official UK Police
initiative that focuses on crime prevention
through innovative product design, physical
security, and planning standards. The organisation
champions lighting strategies that carefully
balance effective public safety and crime
deterrence with environmental sensitivity. By
promoting targeted, well-engineered lighting
layouts rather than over-illumination, SBD actively
supports sclutions that reduce both antisocial
behaviour and unnecessary light pollution.



